
 

 

 

SEND information report 2020-21 

Introduction 

For a link to the local authorities’ local offer please click this link:  
http://www.hantslocaloffer.info 
 

You can find the most up to date SEND Code of Practice via: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Co

de_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf 

The schools SEND policy can be found on the school’s website under statutory information.    

The Costello School is a mainstream secondary school and member of the Bohunt Education Trust. 

We are a fully comprehensive, non-selective school recruiting from a large number of local primary 

schools.  We believe that all children should be valued as individuals. We have an inclusive ethos 

underpinned by high expectations and challenging, personalised targets. We offer a broad and 

balanced academic curriculum. Teaching is differentiated to incorporate individual needs and we 

have systems in place to enable the early identification of barriers to learning and participation. 

Special educational provision is provision that is additional to or different from that made generally 
for others of the same age. This means provision that goes beyond the differentiated approaches 
and learning arrangements normally provided as part of high quality, personalised teaching. It may 
take the form of additional support from within a setting or require the involvement of specialist 
staff or support services.  All teachers are teachers of children with SEND and as such provide quality 
first teaching, which takes account of the particular individual needs of children with SEND in their 
class.  
 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability code of practice: 0 to 25 years states that there are four 
main areas included in Special Educational Needs and Disability  

 
Area of Special 

Educational Need 
Relating to difficulties with: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication 
and 

Interaction 
 

Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs 
(SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they 
have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to 
them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. 
 
Pupils may have a need in one or more of the following areas: 
 
Attention / Interaction skills:   

 May have difficulties ignoring distractions.  

 Need reminders to keep attention.  

 May need regular prompts to stay on task.  
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 May need individualised motivation in order to complete tasks. 

 Difficulty attending in whole class.  

 Interaction will not always be appropriate.   

 May have peer relationship difficulties.  

 May not be able to initiate or maintain a conversation. 
 
Understanding / Receptive Language:   

 May need visual support to understand or process spoken language.  

 May need augmented communication systems 

 May have frequent misunderstandings.  

 Repetition of language and some basic language needs to be used to aid 
their understanding. 

 
Speech / Expressive Language:   

 May use simplified language and limited vocabulary.  

 Ideas / conversations may be difficult to follow, with the need to request 
frequent clarification.  

 Some immaturities in the speech sound system.  

 Grammar / phonological awareness still fairly poor and therefore their 
literacy can be affected.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cognition 
and 

Learning 
 

Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people 
learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. 
Pupils have difficulties with the skills needed for effective learning such as use of:  

 Language, memory and reasoning skills 

 Sequencing and organisational skills 

 An understanding of numbers 

 Problem-solving and concept development skills 

 Fine and gross motor skills 

 Independent learning skills 

 Exercising choice 

 Decision making 

 Information processing 

 
 

 
 
 

Social, Mental 
and 

Emotional health 
 

Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional 
difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming 
withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing 
behaviour. 
 
These difficulties may lead to or stem from: 

 Social isolation 

 Behaviour difficulties (ODD/EBD) 

 Attention difficulties (ADHD/ADD) 

 Anxiety and depression  

 Attachment disorders 

 Low self esteem 

 Issues with self-image 
 



 
 
 
 
Sensory and / or Physical 
 

These pupils may have a medical or genetic condition that could lead to difficulties 
with: 

 Specific medical conditions 

 Gross / fine motor skills 

 Visual / hearing impairment 

 Accessing the curriculum without adaptation 

 Physically accessing the building(s) or equipment. 

 Over sensitivity to noise / smells / light / touch / taste. 

 Toileting / self-care. 
 

 
The school profile of 2020-21 is: 
 
13.1% of the school body are on the SEN/D Register. 

 50.7% Cognition and Learning (cog+L)  

 20.3% Communication and Interaction (C+I) 

 20.9% Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) 

 8.1% Physical and Sensory (P+S) 

 Education, Health and Care Plans – 17 students 

 Hearing Impairment Register – 5 students 

 Visual Impairment Register – 4 student 

 
The school provides a range of "ordinarily available provision" to meet the needs of all of 
our pupils. This is a graduated response to each child dependent on the level of need.  
 
We use the process of Assess, Plan, Do and Review.   

Assess - At this point we assess student’s needs using:  

 teacher assessment and observations,  

 data comparison within the National context,  

 the views of parents,  

 the views of the student,  

 advice from external agencies and experts where this is relevant.   

Plan - Information is shared between the teachers, SENDCo, student and parent, including:  

 the interventions and support to be put into place,  

 the teaching strategies to be used,   

 the expected impact and outcomes,  

 when the plan will be reviewed.  

Do - The subject teacher takes the lead on implementing the plan in class, with the support 

of additional staff who deliver individual or small group intervention as needed.   

Review - The impact of the plan is reviewed termly through assessment outcomes, teacher 

and staff observations and discussion with the student. However, on occasion more regular 

meetings may be held depending on the individual student. Further assessments might be 

carried out if we believe that there is a specific need to address.  This process is designed to 

support our students in becoming life long learners, by encouraging and supporting 



independence skills and strategies to succeed beyond our educational setting and into 

adulthood. 

 

Key Questions     
 

Who is The Costello 
School’s Special 
Educational Needs and 
Disabilities Coordinator? 

 

The SEND coordinator is Pam Doyle and he can be contacted via the 

school office on 01256 321263 or emailed  

p.doyle@costello.hants.sch.uk  

Pam has been a teacher at The Costello School since 2009 and took 
over the role of SENDCo in September 2015.  Pam has completed her 
SENDCo National Accreditation qualification. 

How accessible is the site 
of The Costello School? 

The Costello School is a large and expansive site, which operates in 

blocks.  The majority of blocks have a ground and first floor and are 

accessible via stairs.  Some ground floor classrooms open out onto a 

pathway for easier access, however other buildings exit internally to a 

corridor system.  There is a lift to the first and second floor of the 

main building, but this is not accessible to students. 

The site meets the requirements for students with visual or hearing 

difficulties with handrails provided on every staircase, which are 

clearly painted, as are the edges of the steps.  We have alternative 

routes around site for those students that require wheelchair access 

or struggle with stairs, however this only includes access to ground 

floor classrooms.   

Please see the Accessibility Plan. 

How will The Costello 

School staff support my 

child? 

All teachers will be informed of your child’s individual needs and will 

seek to adapt their lessons accordingly. 

Within school there are a variety of staff roles to support your child.   

As an academically focused school, the overwhelming majority of our 

students follow a traditional curriculum.  However, a small number of 

learners have a more personalised curriculum to match their 

individual needs, interests and abilities, especially within KS4 when 

pathway choices have been made.  A conversation involving 

pastoral/academic guidance and SENDCo to ensure an appropriate 

pathway is selected. 

Where the school considers it necessary a student may be offered 

additional intervention, in which case you would be informed via 

letter. 

First response  

We focus on high-quality teaching targeted at the student’s area of 

need. We meet as subject, year or focus groups to discuss individual 



students and these discussions lead to strategies and approaches that 

might be used by all teaching and support staff.   

We monitor the quality of teaching in our school carefully to ensure 

that all student’s needs are met. Teachers receive regular 

professional development in SEN/D to enable them to identify and 

support students.  This is at least annually as a whole staff, and when 

necessary with small groups or departments. 

Teachers are responsible for the progress and development of 

students in their class.   

Targeted support  

If a student’s progress continues to cause concern and the issues 

raised at progress meetings are not resolved then a referral is made 

to the SENDCo.   

Meetings are held between the SENDCo and teacher or group of 

teachers to identify what additional support might include. Examples 

are:  

 in-class support provided by an experienced 

teacher/learning support assistant who can promote 

independence and support the learning of the child,  

 an intervention programme that targets specific 

skills, such as spelling, reading, numeracy, revision 

etc.  This may be individual support or as part of a small 

group.  

 

At this point we liaise with parents specifically about the additional 

support being provided and ask for their views. Additional advice 

might be requested from an external person, such as the school 

nurse or advisory service.  It is vital that the curriculum remains 

inclusive and peer interaction is a key part of the provision.  

Wherever possible the students remain in the classroom, enabling 

them to access the expertise of the teacher, interaction with their 

peers and targeted support from additional staff. 

Where it is decided that the student has SEN/D we:  

 record this in the student’s records,  

 ensure that the parent is informed,   

 make arrangements for SEN/D support,  

 inform all teaching and support staff of the student’s 

needs.  
 

We then adopt the Assess-Plan-Do-Review approach as outlined 

above, with the following personalised and targeted provision: 

 In-class LSA support, 

 Morning maths support, 

 Phonics Club, 



 Mentoring – either with an LSA, external mentor or a peer, 

 Wellbeing & Confidence club, 

 ELSA, 

 EAL conversation club, 

 Anger Management, 

 EIS Outreach, 

 Ashwood Respite, 

 Place2Learn, 

 Educational Psychologist, 

 STA/HI, STA/VI, STA/PD, 

 Lexia group, 

 Literacy support, 

 CaL Group, 

 Handwriting Group, 

 Stress & Anxiety Management, 

 Access Arrangements. 
 

How will The Costello 

School identify if my child 

has a specific need? 

We recognise the importance of identifying students who may have 

SEN/D as soon as possible.   

We:  

 assess each student in Year 7 in terms of CATs, 

reading age, spelling age and baseline assessments in 

each subject area. From this we consider if any 

reasonable adjustments need to be made or if any 

other additional support should be put in place 

immediately,  

 use information and data from our transition 

programme, Year 6 or EHCP Transfer meetings,  

 consult with parents about their view of their child’s 

progress at Parent’s Evening and the Year 7 Settling In 

Evening,   

 make half-termly subject assessments as part of our 

progress monitoring – these enable us to quickly pick 

up on any children who are making less than expected 

progress and identify the support and strategies that 

might help them.  This monitoring includes every 

students, not just those with SEN/D.  An additional 

comment from the SEN/D department is included on 

every report for a student with identified SEN/D. 

 
It is important to note, that your son/daughter’s access arrangements 

can change and are not confirmed until the end of year 9 when they 

are tested for the final time.  Final arrangements awarded will be in 

line with the JCQ guidelines and where a full history of need is 

available. 



How are The Costello 
School resources 
allocated and matched to 
children’s special 
educational needs? 
 

We ensure that all children who have Special Educational Needs have 
their needs met to the best of the school’s ability with the funds 
available.  
 
We have a team of staff who are funded from the SEND budget and 
deliver interventions designed to meet the needs of children both in 
small groups and on a 1-1 basis where appropriate.  

 
How will I know how my 

child is doing and how 

will you help me to 

support my child’s 

learning? 

Home-school communication is a vital part of the success of the 
SEN/D department.  We welcome every opportunity to discuss 
students with their parents and carers and provide specific events to 
enable parents to meet each other, as well as the SEN/D team.  We 
also send out an annual parent survey with information on 
communication, intervention strategies, processes and procedures, 
as well as SEN/D structure and priorities.  This feedback is analysed 
and incorporated into the department Self Evaluation Form, future 
planning and structure.   
 
SEND Student Committee – We have introduced a Student 
Committee made up of representatives from all year groups.  The 
students meet every half term to discuss strategies for learning, share 
experiences and expertise, and to raise anything that has been 
brought to them by the student body.  These sessions are facilitated 
by the SENDCo and the minutes shared with the SEND Governor and 
members of SLT. 
 
Costello Together - We publish SEN/D articles in the Costello 
Together newsletter, which is circulated to all stakeholders.  These 
articles include advice and support for children, parents, and siblings, 
to use both in school and out of school.  Some articles focus on a 
specific educational need, while others focus on key events in the 
calendar, such as exams or the end of terms. 
 
SEN/D Information Evening – We hold SEN/D Information Evening for 
Parents in the autumn and summer terms.  The evening was an 
opportunity to see the school site, meet fellow parents, meet the 
SEN/D team, Amy Budd (HLTA), Mandy Gannon (Family Liaison 
Officer) and Lisa Martin-Whatley (SEN/D Governor), see and discuss 
the resources available in class and out of class, receive information 
about external agencies and additional information about GCSEs and 
further education. 
SENDIASS is an independent service providing support and 
information to parents  
and families of children with SEN/D. Information about their service is 
available at  
http://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk  
 
Parents Evening – Each year group has a parent’s evening with 
teachers.  The SENDCo is available throughout the evening to see 
parents and carers on a ‘drop-in’ basis either alongside a teacher, 
tutor or individually.  Teachers can refer to the SEN/D department 
during their meeting, enabling parents and carers to follow this up 

http://www./


immediately, or parents can arrange a time to see the department 
separately.  In year 7, there is a tutor evening for parents and carers, 
where they also have the opportunity to meet the SEN/D department 
and SENDCo. 
 
Reports – Termly reports are completed as a whole school, detailing 
progress and potential achievements throughout the year and across 
subjects.  As well as ongoing communication through email and 
telephone calls throughout the year, a comment is included on each 
termly report including quantitative and/or qualitative data where 
necessary.  This information details any intervention the student is 
currently undertaking within the department, as well as targets and 
progress. 
 
Communications – Parents are encouraged to communicate any 
concerns as soon as they arise either with the student’s tutor, class 
teacher or SENDCo.  Parents are given the SENDCo’s email address 
and telephone number in every letter.  It is also available on the 
school website, SEN/D policy, SEN/D report and via the main school 
reception.  Parents are welcome to meet in person by prior 
arrangement to discuss a concern, either while their child is a student 
at Costello or a prospective student.  We also maintain 
communication with parents while students transition either to a 
different school placement or onto further education. 
Costello has an admissions policy, which is available on request from 
the school admin office or via email, cadmin@costello.hants.sch.uk. 
Costello has a complaints procedure, which is available on request 
from the school admin office or via email, 
cadmin@costello.hants.sch.uk.  

 

What support will there 

be for my child’s overall 

wellbeing? 

All staff are trained to deliver high quality pastoral care. The Costello 
School adopts a whole school approach to ensuring that all students 
make excellent academic progress and their individual needs are 
catered for.  
 
The Schools Pastoral Support Team specialises in the area of student 
welfare and is the first port of call for staff, students and their 
parents who require advice, support and guidance regarding student 
wellbeing.  
 
Attendance is rigorously monitored and support put in place where 
needed. All pupils are within a House and receive many opportunities 
for rewards and celebrations.  
 
The Costello School is mindful of the need to safeguard the wellbeing 
of all students and management of first aid arrangements will be 
undertaken in such a way as to ensure there is adequate training of 
staff, provision of first aid equipment and recording of first aid 
treatment.  
 
Our School also writes health care plans with parents and shares all 
relevant information with staff. 
 

mailto:cadmin@costello.hants.sch.uk
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Mental Health support is a prominent need in school and we have 
processes to identify students as early as possible.  In addition to 
external referrals we have a strong pastoral system in place with each 
year group having a Pastoral Team Leader (PTL) and a Pastoral Team 
Deputy Leader (PTDL).  Being a non-teaching member of staff, the 
PTDL is available to students throughout the day should they need 
support while at school.  All PTDLs are trained in Emotional First Aid 
and have regular contact with training providers, CAMHS, YPI and 
other counselling services for advice and emergency referrals. The 
Welfare Officer supports the pastoral teams as a specialist in anger 
management, self-harm and self-esteem.  She runs one-to-one 
sessions and small group work for students who are identified as 
being at risk or who awaiting an assessment. 
 

What specialist services 

and expertise are 

available or accessible by 

The Costello School? 

We also work with the following external agencies to support your 
child: 
 

 Young carers 

 Hampshire Educational Psychology Service 
 Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) 

 Young People’s Information (YPI) 
 Education Inclusion Service (EIS) 

 Youth Offending Team (YOP) 

 Children’s Services Department 

 Catch22 

 Inclusion Hampshire 

 Place2Learn 

 Medical – GP, hospital 
 NHS outreach and School Nursing Team 

 Bereavement Counselling 

 
Where a student has an Education and Health Care Plan, the school 
maintains close liaison with the Specialist Teacher Advisory Teams 
and/or medical services, as required. 
 

What training are staff 

supporting students with 

SEND had or are having? 

Training for staff supporting students with SEND is considered 
essential. There is an ongoing programme of training for Learning 
Support Assistants.  
 
SEND forms part of the new staff induction programme. In addition, 
there is regular training in first aid, child protection and safeguarding, 
and any looked after children on roll.  
 
Advice and guidance from outside agencies is shared with teaching 
staff. Throughout the year all staff are made aware of the students 
with identified SEND and how to find information relating to them to 
best support them in and out of the classroom. 
 
As well as the SEND Coordinator being a specialist, the English as an 
Additional Language Coordinator is also qualified and the Learning 
Support Assistants hold various qualifications: 
 



EAL: 

 Mrs Antic runs the EAL department and is an EAL specialist.  

She is qualified in teaching English as an additional language 

and supports students in and out of the classroom. Mrs Antic 

continues to gain qualifications and experience by attending 

local and National courses. 

 

In October2015, Mrs Antic presented at a conference for 

Teaching English as a Foreign Language in Florence, Italy.  A 

significant focus of the EAL department is cultural inclusion, 

celebrating the student’s culture and their integration into 

Britain. 

Mrs Antic trains newly qualified teachers, training teachers 

and support staff, as well as teachers to better equip them 

for communicating with students who have EAL and their 

families.  Mrs Antic has recently been asked to train staff in 

other local schools. 

Mrs Antic is responsible for identifying students with EAL 

when they join the school, assessing their individual ability 

and needs, tailoring a curriculum to meet those needs, 

including teacher training and one-to-one sessions, and 

reintegrating the students into the full curriculum over a 

period of time. 

Students participate in small group communication classes 

with their peers, curriculum lessons with support from LSAs 

or Mrs Antic, one-to-one reading, writing and communication 

sessions, adapted baseline assessment tasks, and projects 

based around settling into Britain. 

LSAs: 

 The department has one Higher Level Teaching Assistant who 

specialises in English and literacy skills.  She runs intervention 

groups for literacy skills, as well as whole group teaching, 

assessment and in-class support. 

 The department has one SEND Teacher, who is a trained and 

qualified teacher who also teaches some history lessons.  She 

is currently studying for a PhD in Modern History.  She is 

responsible for the delivery and assessment of personalised 

learning for students who spend one subject block in the 

SEND department. 

 Three LSAs are ELKLAN trained and qualified in speech, 

communication and language.  They use these skills in their 

everyday class support and mentoring with specific students 

and small groups. 



 One LSA is trained in HI and VI provision, provided by the 

Specialist Teacher Advisors for Hearing Impairment and 

Visual Impairment (STA/HI and STA/VI).  She is responsible 

for liaising with the teachers of students with HI and VI. She is 

also qualified in various language difficulties and leads 

sessions using the CaL resources developed by specialists.  

 One LSA is trained and qualified for running Duke of 

Edinburgh events, and these skills are transferred over to her 

work in the classroom and mentoring.  These include risk 

assessment, organisation, planning, task completion, and 

independence skills.  She is also responsible for transporting 

students to various activities either extra-curricular, or for 

further education. 

How will your child be 

included in activities 

outside the classroom, 

including school trips? 

All staff running trips are trained by the school’s EVC and must 
complete risk assessments including specific details of how to 
support students with SEND. We will also work with Hampshire 
County Council where there are complex needs to consider. All 
students are encouraged to be fully involved in all areas of school life. 
Where appropriate, students with an Education and Health Care plan 
will be supported to ensure access and participation.  
 
All clubs and trips are open to students in line with a suitable risk 
assessment being carried out. Individual arrangements will be 
discussed with parents in advance.  
 
Where a student has a physical/medical needs, any issues around 
trips and activities will be discussed in advance and addressed with 
parents.   
 

How will The Costello 

School prepare and 

support my child to join, 

transfer to a new 

setting/college or the next 

stage of education or life? 

For students transitioning from primary to secondary we liaise with 
junior and primary schools and provide additional transitional 
support if it is needed.  This is arranged on an individual basis and 
tailored to the needs of the student/s.  Meetings with the SENDCo 
are available at parent’s request and encouraged for all students 
attending with an EHCP or a Transition Plan Agreement. 

 
If a student has an EHCP then the school would want to be present at 
the year 6 annual review meeting to support target setting and also 
be introduced to all professionals supporting the student and 
establish an early relationship. 
 

During KS4 all students receive advice on careers and are encouraged 
to visit colleges to explore post-16 courses; the school also runs 
additional visits to colleges to support students who wish to visit 
outside of school, but are unable to.  
Once college applications have been made, the SENDCo and 
representatives from the receiving colleges meet to discuss the 
students in detail, to ensure the transition is smooth. 
 
If a student transitions mid-year, the initial contact is made via the 
admissions team and the school’s attendance officer.  Visits are 



arranged with key members of staff meeting with the student and 
parents/carers, after which time the current setting is contacted and 
formal information is exchanged. A personalised integration plan is 
then put in place to support the child settle into the school. 

 

Who can I contact for 

further information? 

The following points of contact are available at The Costello School: 

For academic concerns: 

 Class Teacher 

 Subject Leader 

 Curriculum Team Leader 

 SENDCo 

 Senior Leadership Team 

 
For pastoral concerns: 

 Tutor 

 Pastoral Team Leader or Deputy 

 Welfare Office 

 SENDCo 

 
If your concern is in relation to your child’s Education and Health Care 
Plan, please contact the SENDCO in the first instance. 

 
In the first instance contact the subject teacher and your child’s tutor 
who may refer your concerns to a more senior member of staff 
where required. 

 
If your concern is relating to your child’s special educational need/s, 
please contact the SENDCo directly. 
 

Should you wish to make a formal complaint regarding an issue at the 
school please following the complaints policy, which maybe found on 
the website. 

 

How else can you be 

involved? 

 

We need you to support us by encouraging your child to fully 

engage with their learning and any interventions offered by 

 Helping them to be organised for their day (including bringing 
the right equipment and books) 

 Full attendance and good punctuality 

 Completion of homework 

 Checking and signing planner  

 Attending parent’s meetings  

 Attending any meetings specifically arranged for your child 

 Ensure that any interventions that are to be completed at 
home are 

 

What support is there for 
improving behaviour, 

As a school we have a very positive approach to all types of behaviour 
with a clear reward and sanction system that is followed by all staff. If 
a child has behavioural difficulties a Pastoral Support Plan is written 



attendance and avoiding 
exclusion? 

 
 

 

alongside the child to identify the specific issues, put relevant support 
in place and set targets.    
  
Attendance of every child is monitored on a daily basis. Lateness and 
absence are recorded and reported on. Good attendance is actively 
encouraged throughout the school.  If a student’s attendance falls 
beneath 95%, contact will be made by the school in the form of letter 
and telephone call.  In extreme circumstances the school may use the 
support of an Education Welfare Officer. 
 

How are the Governors 
involved and what are 
their responsibilities?  
 

An assigned school governor is responsible for SEND and liaises with 
the SENDCo on a regular basis. This is Lisa Martin-Whatley, who can 
be contacted via the school reception or email, 
lisa.gov@costello.hants.sch.uk 
 
The SENDCo provides reports to the Governors to keep them 
informed. They are kept informed about SEND developments and 
take an active interest in the work of the department. They do not 
have access to information about individual students or become 
involved in individual assessments.  
 
In the unlikely event that a concern cannot be resolved by the 
SENDCo, then the SEND governor can be contacted at the request of 
parents. 
 

 

Additional information 

Please find on the next page an overview of the SEND department’s provision and progress, and how 
we aim to develop our strengths in the future.   
Please also find guidance on acronym’s used within special educational needs and disabilities.  
 

 

 

 

 





GCSE Results: 

Students with SEN/D made an average of 3 levels of progress across all subjects, with 14 subjects 
making an average of at least 4 levels of progress. 

SEN/D Results - 

 5x 9-4 – 81.8% 

 5x 9-4 (including 9-4 English and Maths) – 63.6%   

 5x 9-5 – 40.9%   

EAL Results - 

 5x 9-4 – 76.2%  

 5x 9-4 (including English and Maths) – 76.2%  

 5x 9-5 – 61.9%  

Strengths of the department: 
 
LSA training and deployment – Feedback from the students show they feel appropriately supported 
in their learning while in-class, and they feel their needs have been identified swiftly in order to 
provide support in the most beneficial subjects.  Parents have requested more LSAs in general across 
the school to enable their child to have support more frequently.  Overall, students feel positive 
about the support they received, they enjoyed the one-to-one work and the feeling of achievement 
they have in the lessons.  Students also commented on the positive and supportive relationships 
they are able to build over the year with members of staff. 
Student engagement has increased, with 80% of students invited to intervention attending.  
Students have also been positive about the communication they received from the DEND 
department during lockdown, and they appreciated the additional support in online lessons and 
during interventions. 
Access Arrangements - Arrangements for students who require examination considerations have 
been managed more efficiently this year.  Students who have been identified throughout years 7-9 
are tested at the end of year 9 for formal Access Arrangements, which are then submitted to the 
Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ).  This ensures the students who require arrangements have 
them in place for all of their GCSE controlled assessments, coursework tasks and exams throughout 
the entirety of their GCSE course.  This also enables us to process any emergency arrangements or 
for those who join Costello in year 11 more easily. 
 
Areas to Develop in 2021-22: 
 
Alternative curriculum – We are developing various non-GCSE qualifications to support students in a 
more diverse and differentiated way.  We aim to make the pathways more varied while still creating 
accessible a route to college and KS5.  
Baseline testing – We are looking to create a more consistent approach to baseline testing, including 

reading and spelling assessments and communicating this information to all relevant teachers and 

support staff.  The testing report should provide useful information for all curriculum areas to assist 

in the learning and teaching of each subject.  We are also looking to expand the testing by including 

processing speed and language levels.



Glossary of SEND Acronyms and Abbreviations 

 

 


