
  

 

 

 

 

5ŜŀǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ /ƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΧ  
 

I wanted to take this opportunity to tell you about everything we have been doing since September to 
improve the teaching and learning experience for students at Costello.  
 

As you may know we write an annual Self Evaluation Form which aides us in judging how well we think 
we are doing, mainly against Ofsted criteria. We then form a School Development Plan which looks to 
address anything we are concerned about or any new issues which we know will crop up from central 
Government. We also take into account the previous Ofsted inspection report to make sure that we are 

tackling any areas for improvement that were flagged up. Our School Improvement Partner then evaluates how fit 
for purpose our plans are and suggests improvements if required. 
 

Last Summer we identified a number of key areas for us to work on and these in turn became the School Priorities 
for 15-16: 
 

¶ Progress 

¶ Leadership 

¶ Literacy 

¶ Communication 

¶ Character 
 

Progress is perhaps the priority that parents and students give most weight to and with the introduction of the new 
Progress 8 measure even more so this year.  
 

You can see a full overview of everything we are doing to improve Teaching and Learning by clicking here however I 
would like to highlight a few key things we are working on that I feel will begin to make a real difference: 
 

¶ Lead staff appointed to develop assessment, homework, literacy and numeracy 

¶ Weekly SLT marking scrutiny focussing on assessment, feedback and presentation 

¶ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ψǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ Řŀȅ 

¶ Increased membership of education forums and groups giving staff access to extensive resources and 
training 

¶ [ƛƴƪ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ΨƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 
 

!ǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ΨƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΩ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ aƻǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
have real impact take time to evaluate, plan for, implement, reshape and embed. Much of this work goes on behind 
the scenes and the benefits are not always instantly recognisable or felt in the short term.  
 

I want to assure you that my absolute focus and that of all staff across the whole school is to raise standards, 
improve results and accelerate progress for all students no matter what their starting point. The philosophy and 
ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ΨŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ŀǎƪ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ Řƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ 
they are doing. 
 

Best wishes 
Leigh Adams 
Headteacher 
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http://www.costelloschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Teaching-and-Learning-Overview-15-16.pdf


Costello Together News Round Up 

Sport 

 

YEAR 11 
NETBALL FIXTURES 

 
17/9/15  BYE    
   
    
24/09/15  v Challoner B      6 ς 4 
   Player of the game: Caitlin Wilton          
    
01/10/15  v Everest      9 ς 4 
   Player of the game: Caitlin Wilton  
    
08/01/15  v Hurst         2 ς 15 
   Player of the game: Mair Edwards 
 
15/10/15  BYE 
   
 
22/10/15       Semi Final Vs Brighton Hill  WIN 
     Final vs Challoner A   LOSS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd in the District 

YEAR 10 
NETBALL FIXTURES 

 
17/9/15  BYE          
   
    
24/09/15  v Challoner B       10 ς 14 
   Player of the game: Jess Head    
   
01/10/15  v Everest     9 ς 3 
   Player of the game: Chelsea Cochrane 
   
08/01/15  v Hurst        WIN 
 
 
15/10/15  BYE       
   
 
22/10/15        Playoff vs Aldworth  2 - 20 

3/4th Place vs Challoner B 0 ς 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th in the District 

Year 7 Netball 

Congratulations to the Year 7 netball team who were the District Runners 

Up in the netball league this year. 

They played really well throughout all of their games, but unfortunately 

were beaten by a better team in the final. 

Well done girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Team; Freya Barter; Ellie Buckingham; Maddie Wingrove; Sophie 

Heather; Tamzin Williams; Katie Macquillin; Beatrice Crass; Sophie Bates; 

Isobel Reid 

 

YEAR 8 
NETBALL FIXTURES 

 
 

05/11/15  BYE      
    
12/11/15  v Everest    0 ς 7 
   Player of the game: Lwam Eyob    
   
19/11/15  v Challoner B   2 ς 7 
   Player of the game: Alice Jobson-Wood 
    
26/11/15  v Hurst      1 ς 5 
   Player of the game: Sydney Marshall 
    
03/12/15  v Aldworth      6 - 6 
   Player of the game: Libby-Mae Traynor 
 
10/12/15       9/10th Playoff vs Aldworth  WIN   
      
 

9th in the District 

YEAR 7 
NETBALL FIXTURES 

 

 
 

14/01/16   v Everest    4 ς 1 
   Player of the game: Maddie Wingrove 
          
21/01/16   v Challoner A   8 ς 4 
   Player of the game: Maddie Wingrove 
   
28/01/16   v Hurst           8 ς 1 
   Player of the game: Freya Barter 

 
11/02/16 Semi-Final v Brighton Hill   5 ς 2 

Player of the game: Maddie Wingrove 
     

   Final v Challoner A   5 ς 12 
Player of the game: Maddie Wingrove 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2nd in the District! 

YEAR 9 
NETBALL FIXTURES 

 
05/11/15  BYE      
    
12/11/15  v Everest    10 ς 0 
   Player of the game: Emma Bentall   
   
19/11/15  v Challoner B   9 ς 1 
   Player of the game: Lucia Virgilio   
 
26/11/15  v Hurst      15 ς 1 
   Player of the game: Catherine Edwards 
         
03/12/15  BYE 
 
 

10/12/15       Semi Final vs Cranbourne    WIN 
     Final vs Challoner A   3 -14 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

2nd in the District! 



 Hampshire Library Literature Quiz 

On Thursday 25 February Mrs Ward took her star quiz team to compete against other Hampshire secondary schools 
in the annual Literature Quiz. The team members were Orlando Roake and Susie Whiting from Year 7 and Lottie 
Leadbetter and Charlotte Morris from Y9. They had questions on all kinds of subjects within the field of literature, 
including some really detailed questions about characters and plots in all types of fiction from the classics to those 
published in the last 12 months. 

The Costello Team put in an admirable performance in front of an audience of parents, teachers, librarians and 
County staff, and took a very worthy third place. They were awarded certificates and a book of their choice. 

 

 

STEM ambassadors at Didcot 
Raphael Bori, James Teasdale, AsƘŜǎƘ .ƻǊƛ ŀƴŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ DǊƛŦŦƛǘƘǎΩ have taken on the role of a Your Life Young 
Ambassador within the school.  By taking part in a Best School Trip they have shown initiative, networked with 
professionals, participated in team activities, developed their problem solving and analytical skills and shown their 
enthusiasm for exploring a career in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aȅ YƛƴŘŀ CǳǘǳǊŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘǊƛǇ ŜǾŜǊΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ŜǿŀƎŜ 
treatment facility at Didcot on 24 February. We had to complete a challenge to design and build a piece of furniture 
that could support as many people as possible using only 14 balloons and a roll of cello tape. Most groups were only 
able to support one person but the winning group managed to fit two on to their structure. 

Afterwards was the tour itself. It started with the first stage of the waste extraction, screening. This has been 
introduced since wet wipes have been marketed they have to be extracted before the water and waste is separated 
because it blocks up the system otherwise. Thames water have run many campaigns to stop people flushing wet 
wipes to prevent the problem and less money is needed to extract them . 

Next was the primary treatment, one of the main things that surprised me about the sewage works was the lack of a 
stench albeit not everywhere and also how much chemistry and biology is needed throughout the process to make 
our waste water clean enough to return to the environment. 

The people we met were from very different branches of the company and had got there through a variety of career 
paths but one thing that stood out was their clear passion for what they were doing and how they wanted to pass 
this on to us so that we may consider a STEM based job one day. 

Overall I thought the day was really enjoyable and learnt a lot about Didcot and sewage treatment misconceptions 
that I never knew about. However I also learnt some employability skills that can be applied to later life. I would 
definitely go again and recommend it to someone else. 

Full report by Raphael Bori on our facebook page - www.facebook.com/TheCostelloSchool 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TheCostelloSchool
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